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I hope you and your children all had a good half term last week and took the opportunity to recharge some
batteries. I know that I did.
Being off work last week meant that I could indulge in watching the first week of the Winter Olympics. I still get
goosebumps thinking back to London 2012 and watching the events in Pyeongchong, even if on snow and ice,
took me back to the thrills of that summer and the long hot days and evenings in Stratford.
There have been some great stories of excellence, determination and dedication in Pyeongchong. This is
definitely true of the highest performers and gold medal winners. Lissy Yarnold winning her second gold medal
in the skeleton was an obvious highlight and, as someone who still has vivid memories of watching Torville and
Dean in 1984, the ice dance events are always a particular attraction.
This time, I have also been taken by the skiing and snowboarding events. The women's Super-Giant Slalom had
a great twist. It was won by Ester Ledecker from the Czech Republic, who until now had thought of herself as a
snowboarder rather than skier. And I'm in constant awe of some of the stunts and thrills in the freestyle skiing
and snowboard events.
But, as ever with the Olympics, some of the best stories come with those at the other end of the performance
range, not winning medals but still very much living their Olympic dream. Kwasi Frimpong's story is a
particularly heartwarming one - making it to the Olympics in the skeleton to compete for Ghana, by way of the
Netherlands and the US and athletics and the bobsleigh - and, most recently, selling vacuum cleaners
door-to-door. Alright, he came last, but he is clearly having the time of his life, as he throws himself head first
down a mountain.
I leave you with a quote from him: "Dreams can come true if you are resilient and work hard."

At Sedgehill, rather than International Women’s Day,
we celebrate International Women’s Month for the
whole of March. This year, we’re focusing on women
in STEM (science, technology, engineering and
maths). We will write more about this over the
coming weeks so watch this space.

Perfect Student is presented to the student from
each year group who has, in that week:
 100% attendance;
 100% punctuality;
 gained the most achievement points.
This week’s Perfect Students are:
Year 7

Brenda De Freitas

Year 8

Praisegod Onyeme

Year 9

Beatrice Collins

Year 10

Sophie Humm

Year 11

Martha Sanya

Well done to all of the above students.

Thursday 1 March is World Book Day 2018.
As usual, students will receive a book voucher which can used in three
ways:
1)

It can be exchanged for one of a selection of specially commissioned
World Book Day short books—including titles by Clare Balding, Julian
Clary and Nadiya Hussain.

2)

It can be used to buy one of a selection of full size books by authors
such as John Green, Francis Hardinge and Benjamin Zephaniah for the
reduced price of £1.50.

3)

It can be used to get £1 off the price any other book.

If you’re looking for a bookshop to use, the following local bookshops
come highly recommended: Rye Books in East Dulwich; Kirkdale Books in
Sydenham and Beckenham Bookshop in Beckenham.

GCSE and A level drama students watched Network
at the National Theatre this week.
Isobel (Year 11) writes:

The play followed the life of Howard Beale (Bryan
Cranston) and his experience of working in the
news. The play gave a realistic portrayal of life in
the newsroom and spread relevant and powerful
messages, showing us the corruption that exists in
the media industry. We were amazed by the set,
which gave the audience a sense of involvement in
the newsroom.

Before seeing Network, GCSE and A level drama students attended
a conference about the play and careers in the theatre.
Lewis Thomas (Year 12) writes:

It was interesting to hear about the different approaches to
directing: the director of Network at the National Theatre, seemed
to take a backseat approach, allowing as much creative freedom to
the actors, only stepping in when necessary.
Georgia Wakenshaw (Year 11) writes:

We got the chance to listen to experts in the field… Guardian
theatre critic Michael Billington (left with one of our GCSE drama
students) told us how to judge a piece of drama by its initial
impact and then find reasons for this emotion. He also explained
that “drama is a world of illusions” - an idea that will stick with us.

Thursday 1 March Year 9 GCSE Options Evening, 5-7pm
Monday 12 March Year 9 GCSE Options deadline

